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Three-Way Talk

A Traditional Space Cultivating the Future

The Kwansei Gakuin Nishinomiya Uegahara Campus has received a
2017 Prize from the Architectural Institute of Japan

The Kwansei Gakuin Nishinomiya Uegahara Campus has continued
to uphold the same design philosophy since its foundation in 1929, but
also has precisely implemented functional improvements to its facilities
to meet the requirements of modern universities. In recognition of this
feat, the Architectural Institute of Japan awarded a 2017 Prize (Special
Contributions Division) to Kwansei Gakuin and Nihon Sekkei, Inc., which
undertook the design work.

We took this honor as an opportunity to take another look at the Kwansei
Gakuin campuses. We asked three people who teach and research at
Kwansei Gakuin to discuss the campuses from the perspective of their
suitability for training young people.

President
Osamu Murata
(Business cycle theory, economics of education)

Professor, School of Science and Technology

Noriko Nagata

(Kansei informatics, media engineering, brain science, synesthesia)

Professor, School of Education

Hitoshi Igashira

(Biology education, science education, childcare contents and environment)
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Environments suitable for youth development

» Murata: Kwansei Gakuin has
recently been awarded a 2017 Ar-
chitectural Institute of Japan Prize
(Special Contributions Division).
The original design philosophy has
been upheld since the original cam-
pus relocated to Uegahara in 1929,
while advances have been made to
suit the times. The entirety of the
Kobe Sanda Campus was also built
using that design philosophy. There
was recently a lecture given at the
Kobe Sanda Campus, and I was told
by attending professors from other
universities that “[Kobe Sanda] truly
has a beautiful campus and a wonder-
ful environment.” The Nishinomiya
Seiwa Campus has also been care-
fully developed, and in addition to
its buildings, we can also feel the
abundance of nature there.
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Today, I would like to take time
to think about the Kwansei Gakuin
campuses again, as we discuss topics
such as how these developed spaces
influence the physical and mental
development of young people, and
what positive effects this brings to
their education. First of all, please
tell me what you think from your
own expert viewpoints.

» Igashira: My specialization is
biology. It’s thought that humans
first appeared on Earth around 5
million years ago. For the major-
ity of the time since, humans lived
within nature. It was no more than
a few hundred years ago when we
began to live surrounded by asphalt
and concrete as we do today. For
this reason, I believe that modern
humans also have genes that want
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President, Osamu Murata

to be in nature. Coming into contact
with nature affects us mentally, as
it helps us to relax and steadies our
spirit. It also has various beneficial
effects physically, such as a lower-
ing of blood pressure, and it frees us
from the invisible stress and fatigue
of each day. Programs that enable
people to enjoy various experiences
and lifestyles in nature have gathered
popularity in recent years, especially
among urban residents. As can be
seen from this, there’s something in
our hearts that seeks out nature. We
aren’t able to find sufficient peace of
mind in just a concrete cityscape.

Many of the people who come to
learn at Kwansei Gakuin live their
lives surrounded by concrete. Kwansei
Gakuin has systematically positioned
nature areas, and I believe that this
makes it a suitable learning environ-
ment for both the minds and bodies
of young people.
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Professor, Noriko
g

» Nagata: I'd like to talk about
the effects of colors and textures.
First of all, regarding colors, we all
harbor various associations with
colors, such as equating red with
warmth. Just as Professor Igashira
said that people have a gene that
“seeks nature for life support,” the
associations we make with colors
are another function that we have
all obtained during the progress of
human evolution. Let’s look at the
Kwansei Gakuin campuses using
the “color image scale,” which has
been summarized based on research
into the associations that people have
formed about colors.

The red of the roofs, the cream
color of the walls and the green of
nature; we know, statistically, that
the combination of these three colors
gives the impression of “cheerful,”
“enjoyable,” “lively” and “open.”
The colors of the Kwansei Gakuin
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Professor, Hitoshi Igashira

campuses are a color scheme for the
sake of young people, for everyone
from young children to postgradu-
ate students.

One particular study has investi-
gated the relationship between “color”
and “working efficiency.” There were
no particular colors found that led
to improvements to the operating
efficiency of every person surrounded
by them. However, it was found that
when people are surrounded by a color
that they like, no matter the color,
their operating efficiency improves.
For example, if people who like green
are surrounded by green when they
approach a task, then their working
efficiency will be higher than if they
are surrounded by a different color.

I think that there are perhaps many
students who feel that they like the
“enjoyable” colors of the Kwansei
Gakuin campuses. If we're surrounded
by a color we think we like as we
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perform our study or research each
day, then our working efficiency will
rise. It’s truly an ideal color scheme
for a site of learning.

When we look at the campus from
the perspective of texture, I think
that stucco walls are the absolute best
option. If we examine the texture (the
feel of the material and its patterns)
closely, we can see that inside the
patterns, there are smaller patterns of
the same type. These types of patterns
are also described with phrases such
as “fractals” and “1/f fluctuations.”
They include a type of order that is
also observed in the natural world,
in things like the coastline and the
branching of trees. We unconsciously
feel something natural in the stucco
walls, and this rouses pleasant feel-
ings within us. On the other hand,
we also view the complexity of the
patterns and obtain a sense of high
quality and a profound feeling. I'm
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currently researching synesthesia,
and in terms of synesthesia, we feel
the sound of a violin from that wall.
The order of the symmetry in the
Kwansei Gakuin campuses combines
with the naturalness and complexity
of the stucco walls, and sound to us
like a violin concerto.

» Murata: I see. A space that feels
natural and has a sense of high qual-
ity lends itself to flexible thinking,
mental room to operate and a spirit
of playfulness.

» Igashira: There are other effects
from coming into contact with na-
ture. Let’s consider the growth and
development of kindergarten and
school children, and consider the
items that those children use in their
everyday lives. If we were only to
prioritize functionality, then it would
be acceptable if all these items were
just made from plastic. That would
make them cheap, lightweight and
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I will lift up mine eyes
unto the hills —

(Psalm 121)
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unlikely to be broken. However, by
using items made of natural materials,
such as wooden toys and chopsticks
and earthenware pottery, instead of
just plastic, children are able to use all
of their senses to experience the feel,
weight, coloration and other aspects
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of the items. In addition to man-made
objects, this also applies to actual
items from nature. By experiencing
differences in aspects such as shape,
size, smell and feel, the children de-
velop a wide range of senses.

The charm of each campus

» Murata: This is a different topic,
but a reality of private universities is
that a high proportion of the newly
enrolled students did not really intend
to enroll there. Each university makes
efforts to ensure that the students
can feel proud of their alma mater.
At KGU, I believe that the campuses
are one aspect of our students’ pride
in their alma mater.

When Kwansei Gakuin relocated
to Uegahara in 1929, the Nishinomiya
Uegahara Campus was made using

the landscape leading from Mount
Kabuto to the clock tower, central lawn
and main gate. There was already an
indigenous faith called “Kabutoyama-
daishi” at Mount Kabuto. As a result
of the incorporation of Mount Kabuto
into the landscaping, which made the
mountain an awe-inspiring object
in polytheistic nature worship, the
design was comfortably accepted even
by Japanese people. Furthermore,
as it says in Psalms 121 that “T will
lift up mine eyes unto the hills,” the
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campus was also designed to reflect
the contents of the Bible. Symmetry
has also been maintained across the
main axis that runs from the main
gate to Mount Kabuto. This has an
extremely mathematical beauty. I
believe that this composed beauty,
as well as the elements that you two
have discussed, may be at the base
of what the students feel proud of
with regard to the campus.
Professor Nagata, you work at the
Kobe Sanda Campus. What points
do you think have a good effect on
the students there each day?
» Nagata: Of course, it’s a beautiful
and calm space, but also the opening
of the Academic Commons has been
abig change. This has formed the core
for two schools and we are seeing
lively interaction. There has definitely
been a change in the students.
» Murata: It is true that the Academic
Commons is right in the center of
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the Kobe Sanda Campus. Professor
Igashira, how about the Nishinomiya
Seiwa Campus?

» Igashira: During the long history
of the Nishinomiya Seiwa Campus,
there have been many past profes-
sors who have come together to raise
plants which they felt people aiming
to become future teachers should
know about. The campus has grown
along with this history. I conducted
an investigation of the plants at the
campus three years ago, and found
that the Nishinomiya Seiwa Campus
has around 150 tree types planted
within it. T have brought several types
of plant at the campus here with me
today. This is Callistemon specio-
sus, the “bottlebrush tree.” It got this
name because the flowers look like
a brush used for cleaning. This is a
leaf from the “Goldfish Camellia,”
whose leaves are shaped like a goldfish.
Others have various aromas, such
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as the camphor tree, which smells
of menthol when rubbed. There are
also the leaves of laurel (bay leaves),
which are put into dishes like curries
and stews. The plants at the cam-
pus have various appearances and
characteristics, and we are almost
spoilt for choice regarding materi-
als. However, if we do not make a
specific effort, then students, in their
day-to-day lives, are likely to only
think things like “the flowers have
bloomed” or “the greenery is pretty.”
They hardly ever pay more attention
than that. However, if we give justa
brief explanation, then the expressions
of the students change. They gain a
great interest in the topic. and start
to pay more attention to nature. This
is probably helped by the fact that
there are many students who want
to become teachers. It will definitely
become necessary for them in the
future when they are instructing
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children. However, I believe that it
is also important for the students
themselves that they learn how in-
teresting nature is, and how it relates
to their lives.

The environment for this has

already been prepared at Kwansei
Gakuin. All that is necessary is for
us, as the lecturers, to just provide
little triggers for the students. This
makes it possible for the students to
make use of this environment and
learn a great variety of things.
» Murata: This is not only at the
University, but also at the Kwansei
Gakuin Kindergarten. An environ-
ment has been well prepared there to
make contact with nature possible
and the education that the teachers
provide makes use of that environ-
ment. It is an excellent environment
for the growth and development of
the children.
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nurtures a love of the school

» Murata: The former students of
Kwansei Gakuin have a strong love
for the school, and many say that they
“love Kwansei Gakuin.” Recently,
I was talking about this to a staff
member who graduated from a dif-
ferent university. That staff member
suggested that maybe the fact that
the “campus scenery never changes”
is a major factor behind the strong
love for the school. I am a graduate
of Kwansei Gakuin, so I had just
thought it natural that the campus
scenery never changes. However,
it is apparently common at many
universities in Japan for the scenery
to take on a new appearance just five
or ten years after a student gradu-
ates, which had already happened to
the alma mater of the staff member
whom I had been talking to. How-
ever, KGU’s scenery is unchanging.

Alumni can come back at any time
and remember their student days.
When we checked again in connection
with the receipt of the Architectural
Institute of Japan Prize (Special Con-
tributions Division) this time, the
scenery in 2014 was the same as it
had been in 1929. Needless to say, the
numbers of buildings and trees has
changed, but the view from the main
gate remains the same. I think that
this has a big impact on the alumni
and leads to them becoming nos-
talgic. The more I found out about
this, I become certain that there is
no other campus that has been so
well thought out.

» Igashira: When I first came to the
Nishinomiya Uegahara Campus, it
felt like I had arrived at an overseas
university. Through our discussions
here today, I have remembered the
deep impression I got that first time.
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I think that probably everybody re-
members their first impressions of it.
» Nagata: Having something that
we can rely on no doubt has various
unseen effects on us no matter what
age we become. I think that this is
very important for a site of study
and research.

» Murata: When we are living our
lives here each day, we tend to take
the campus for granted. However, I
have been reminded of how blessed
we are and would like to express my
gratitude to the various parties who
have been involved in the develop-
ment of the campus so far.

The importance of
being on campus

» Murata: The era of Al has already
started. It will no doubt accelerate
from now on. With matters such
as Al and the 10T in mind, several
universities have stated that their
long-term vision is to promote classes
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that will be taken off-campus. There
is one thing that I have been think-
ing about when I am creating our
long-term vision, the “KWANSEI
GRAND CHALLENGE 2039.” It is
predicted that the advances in AI
will mean that some parts of the jobs
that currently exist will disappear.
It is unlikely that those occupations
will disappear completely, but parts
of those occupations will probably
be moved to AL In this situation, it
is thought that jobs which require
aesthetic sense and sensibility and
jobs which require communication
skills will remain as jobs that can
only be performed by humans. To
improve these skills, it is important
that the classes are held on campus
with “face to face” interaction between
the lecturer and the students and be-
tween the students themselves. From
now on, it will become increasingly
important for the students to learn
in a campus. From what you have
discussed today about the Kwansei
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Gakuin campuses and their well-
prepared natural setting, spaces and
coloration, I have been reminded
of how the campuses are having a
positive effect on the people who
learn here.

» Nagata: No matter how far digital
technology develops in the future, it is
important that people improve their
sensibility and their communication
by actually using their own bodies.
Our humanity is embodied by physi-
cality, and balanced development
of both the body and mind leads to
further human development. I think
that we must treasure the Kwansei
Gakuin campuses as places where
that development can be realized.
» Igashira: “Loneliness is more harm-
ful than smoking.” Loneliness is said
to have such an adverse effect on
people that we use comparisons such
as this. This applies equally to both
children and the elderly. Many people
interact on the campus, where it is
also possible to experience the four
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seasons and nature. These interac-
tions may not seem to be particu-
larly important on the surface, but
I believe that the individual events
of contact that we have from day
to day are extremely important for
character-building.

» Murata: One of the issues that the
world is currently facing regarding
higher education is the question of
what kinds of skills must be learned
in what kind of education when we
reach the era of advanced AI. We
have finally come to see is that this
does not only mean knowledge and
skills, but also things like experience
and competency, which are qualities
that we can only acquire directly.
There are an increasing number of
universities whose campuses are
surrounded by buildings, and the
campuses of KGU and the various
beneficial elements they contain are
big assets. As faculty and staff, we
must continue to be conscious of
this fact and value the campuses.
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. asa"campus without fences.”

Progressive improvements to

the traditional campus

Nishinomiya-Uegahara Campus, Total Design

The Nishinomiya Uegahara Campus has
worked to modernize and improve its facilities
and equipment, while continuing to up hold the
design philosophy that has continued since its
foundation in 1929. Through the establishment
of its “Spanish Mission” style together with the
greenery and other aspects of the surrounding
environment, it has retained an atmosphere of
total harmony. This is the result of the many
years of cooperative work between the school
and the designers. This historic and beautiful
campus not only embodies the identity of the
private school, but has also come to symbol-
ize of the local Nishinomiya area, which has
developed into a high quality city for living,

culture and education.

These achievements have been rated very
highly, and the University and Nihon Sekkei
were recently awarded a 2017 Architectural
Institute of Japan Prize (Special Contributions
Division). The Architectural Institute of Japan
Prizes are given for the purpose of encouraging
the progress and development of scholarship,
technology and arts that are related to the
field of architecture, and to raise the level of
the building culture in Japan. These prizes
are awarded for particular excellence in four
categorise. “Research Theses,” “Architectural
Design,” “Building Engineering” and “Specific
Contributions.” This year there were ten prizes

in the Research Theses Division, two in the
Architectural Design Division, two in the
Building Engineering Division and four in
the Specific Contributions Division (including
to this University).

The original form of the Nishinomiya
Uegahara Campus was designed by Mr. W.
M. Vories, and most of the historic structures
at the University are known as representative
creations of Vories. The original constructions
have been preserved in the groups of buildings
on the left and right, with the clock tower in
the center. Some of these buildings have been
extended and renovated in recent years, but the
overall layout and scenery has been maintained
in a mostly unchanged state from the time of
establishment. On the other hand, the university
developed greatly under the post-war educational
system, and Kwansei Gakuin has become a
university with approximately 24,000 students.
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1929 the Uegahara Campus is Established

To deal with this expansion, projects to review
and improve the existing facilities have been
planned and implemented continuously since
the late 1970s.

The following three points could be given
as the distinctive features of this construction
plan for over four decades.

(1) The preservation, utilization and improve-
ment of the main campus buildings from
the early Showa Era has been promoted.
For example, the library at the time of
establishment is used as the clock tower
and the university museum and the former
lecturer housing was converted into a guest
house. Most importantly, efforts have been
made to maintain and improve the scenery
around the historical central lawn, which
has become a symbol of the University.

(2) When new construction is planned, efforts
are made to preserve the design system and
continuity with the first campus design as
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2014 The 125th anniversary of KG

planned by Vories. A total harmony has been
achieved by maintaining this continuity
with the historical campus. During those
efforts, the unique “Spanish Mission Style”
of the University has become established.
(3) Inrecent years, the proportion of the campus
occupied by buildings has increased greatly.
However, it has managed to develop into an
even more beautiful and charming campus,
through the areas around the library and the
Shingetsu Pond and through the continuous
development of pocket parks with trees.

The laid-back and open campus at the
time of opening represents the approach of
the University, and connects to the “learning
community without fences” image that the
University is aiming for today. Furthermore, the
scenery on the Nishinomiya Uegahara Campus
has become part of the Nishinomiya brand
as a city for living, culture and education.
Many citizens have been invited to visit the
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wide open campus, which has contributed to
the local area. Nishinomiya City is currently
preparing to designate the area around the
Nishinomiya Uegahara Campus as the first
“scenic zone” in the city, and the University
is closely involved in that plan. This is a clear
indication of how the scenery and philosophy,
as well as the approach of the University itself,
have been recognized as precious assets for
the region.

The University will continue to make changes
to prepare the functions necessary to respond
to the demands of the era and society. However,
at the same time, we must protect the beautiful
scenery and the campus policy that whatever
part is viewed, it is possible to recognize at a
glance that it is a part of Kwansei Gakuin.
In order to continue to be a campus where
changes are made but things stay the same,
I want to define what must be protected and
to continue to develop a more functional and
comfortable campus.

(General Affairs and Facilities Management
Department)
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We have further details available on the Kwansei Gakuin University website.
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