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The Hierarchical Approach to the Semantic Differential Method
— The Equivocality of “Evaluation” Factor in the EPA Structure —

Kenji KATAHIRA, Kazuhito MUTO, Sho HASHIMOTO, Kensuke TOBITANI and Noriko NAGATA

Kwansei Gakuin University, 2-1 Gakuen, Sanda-shi, Hyogo 669-1337, Japan

Abstract : In this study, by proposing a model with a hierarchical relationship, we reconsidered the methodology utilizing the semantic
differential technique. The proposed approach divided the subjective evaluation into the evaluative aspect and descriptive aspect,
and identified the former as the upper layer expressing the level of value and the latter as a lower layer expressing the level of semantics.
The subjective evaluation data was obtained in evaluation experiments measuring the value and semantics for the three-dimensional
objects. Based on the obtained data, the proposed model was examined to see whether it can reflect individual differences and the
influences of evaluation contexts that have been conventionally been treated as errors. Results showed that the proposed model expressed
the influence of context and individual differences and suggested the need for a hierarchical approach beyond the framework of the
semantic differential method, such as the conventional EPA structure.
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&z e Vo R ROMEIZ OV TORB TR S5,
HEME (Activity) BT & %M (Potency) W13 & 12
WROWHIZO W T ORI TR SN, HE)EN 1
[EEDS L —Fd e ], T8 7% — &9 7, TIRF 72 — Hhk 72 J,
PEER T TG - F o0 T8 — 8w | [BE L7 -
FBATZ] I EDOEFR TEB S NS,

EPA R ZUCHHAS§ 2R IE, BIEE S 7 1 Lo
FABMZ CRESND ZEPHL2IZENTETBY [3],
EY) T A R REIHO I B RO, LD LD
WZERIEE L7232 IR0 2R L [4] 1I2HERA S
T&72. TNOO3HEFIHME L -G E b S 01
T&ETHY, Skrandies [5] IEFREGHEENT & 72 WF9E %
LT, EPA DK B L 72 SUG & ik O IO S & L
THZ 72, F 72, Kawachi & [6] IZfMRI% HW T, 2K7T
O % BPA O % W F 28 3 2 WA G CRFHG§ % B o
f G B & S L, ST ICE A o IS AL 2 L 7
— T, EPAREREDS LD E W %l 2 72 ENGL 22 [ o - 9 Y
%iEETd D L) Osgood H D HF) D FERITK LTI Sam
LITbNTE&7Z HTERLHEOBEHFEG %L T, SDEN
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LB HMT HLEND B EBRRTWD [7]. F72,
SHTOFEIELL-E LT, RELELTHVWLNS
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e bfEfs g [8].
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