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Making of Buddhist statues was originated in ancient India in the end of 1st century and thereafter spread
to every region of Asia, producing a variety of art forms reflecting respective locality, ethos, and age. Buddhist
sculptors in the earliest stages frequently adopted arcahic smile styles in oral lip configuration aiming to express
Buddha's enlightened merciful spirits. The configuration consisted of lifted oral edges of both sides.

In order to clarify variations in Buddhist statues' oral lip configuration along with the Buddhist advance
eastward via the north asian route, we made numerical analysis on the faces of Buddhist images from Gandhala,
Mathura, Central Asia, China, and Japan.

As a feature parameter for analysis, we adopted an average of both cheilion angles (ACA) in which the right
cheilion angle is determined by a straight line from stomion to cheilion dexter in relation to the horizontal line
and the left cheilion angle is determined by a straight line from stomion to cheilion sinister in relation to the
horizontal line. A positive ACA value corresponds to a lip with lifted oral edges expressing smile. A negative
ACA value corresponds to a lip with depressed oral edges representing mental depression.

As the result of analysis, it was found that all or almost all samples from the Mathura images, from the
Gandhala stucco images, from the central asian images, from the northern Wei dynasty images, and from the
Asuka period images present positive ACA values expressing smiling lips. On the other hand, samples from
the Gandhala schist group, from the Sui and Tang dynasty group, from the Hakuho period group, from the
Tenpyo period group, from the Heian period group are found to be in a lower percentage level of the positive
ACA value. And finally, samples with ACA positive values becomes none in the Keiha school samples which
are produced in the later Heian period and in the Kamakura period. Samples made by sculptors Enku and
Mokujiki in the Edo period, however, show striking recovery in positive ACA values and the percentages regain
a level of 100.

Those trends of the positive ACA percentages and their values in the Buddhist oral lip configutation along
with the advance eastward are discussed in relation to probable effects of the vicissitudes in the Buddhist
religion from the Theravada belief to the Larger Vehcle belief.
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