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Abstract This study aimed at determining attributes of “choking under pressure” in musical performance among
pianists. Using questionnaires collected from 297 pianists, both factor analysis and structural equation modelling
identified 8 fundamental factors and their inter-relationship as well as some specific factors related to musicians’
memory slip. As a result of examination focusing on musicians’ memory slip from the obtained model, musicians’
memory slip may be caused by trying to control some event occurred during the performance. Furthermore, those
who are easy to slip of memory have high neuroticism, public self-consciousness or lack of confidence.
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