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Effectiveness of math pair tests in Kosen

— Characteristics of Kosen Students as testing partners—

Atusi MATUMIYA and Shigeto NISHITANI

In this paper, we examine a math pair test in Kosen. Students usually take an examination by themselves. But, at
first, we make up pairs; and, we have these pairs take an examination together. That is to say, two students help each other
to take the same examination. Since young students place so much value on their friends. By the grace of such friendships,
the pair test is very useful. Our experiments with pair testing have been very effectual for Kosen students. For example,
usually, if the problem of mathematics is difficult, they have a tendency to give up early. But, if two students solve that
problem by their joint effort, they try to unite efforts and to contribute to their partner, too. Through these actions, students
can utilize their ability of mathematics and intellect on their own accord, while helping others. Based on questionnaire
responses from the Kosen students, we believe the pair test was a great success for the education of mathematics.
Therefore, we conclude this paper with an explanation of our plans to continue contributing to mathematical education in
this way.
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