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Abstract A data mining system can semi-automatically discover knowledge by mining a large volume of data, but the
discovered knowledge is not always novel and interesting to the user. We propose a discovered rule filtering method to filter
rules discovered by a data mining system and to produce ones that are novel and interesting to the user by using information
retrieval technique. In this method, we rank discovered rules according to results of information retrieval from the Internet. In
this paper, firstly we show the steps of discovered rule filtering by using a concrete example of clinical data mining and
MEDLINE document retrieval. Secondly, we show a prototype system to filter rules discovered by a hepatitis data mining.
Lastly, we discuss micro and macro view approaches to discovered rule filtering.
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Affiliation \Department of Family Medicine, Tao—"uan Hospital, Department of Health, Tac—Yuan, Repuklic of China.

PURPOSE: Te determine the prevalence of hypoparathyroidism in transfusion—dependent patients with heta—thalassemia.
FATIEMTS AND METHODS: A total of 28 transfusion—dependent patiznts with beta—thalassemia were interviewsd, and
their serum calcium, phosphate, magnesium, and intact parathyroid hormene levels were checked. Serum ferritin levels
weare measured to monitor the effect of chelation therapy. Blood urea nitregen, creatining, total protein, and albumin
were measured in patients with undetectable or low intact parathyroid hormone levels RESULTS: The prevalence of

by poparathyroidism was 10.7% (3/28) Mean age at diagnosis was 18 vears. The serum ferritin levels of patients with
hypoparathyroidism were 1,032, 2,102, and 7630 microg/L. Only one patient had clinical symptoms of hvpocalcemia. All
three of the patiznts with hypoparathyroidism had hypogonadism, and B6.7% (2/3) of the patients had insulin—depandant
diabetes mellitus. CONCLUSIONS: Hypoparathyroidism in transfusion—dependent patients with heta—thalassemia seems to
he accompanied by other endocrinopathies. Serum ferritin may not have been a relishle indicator of iron overload in the
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